Synthesis Assignments
Water Street by Crystal Wilkinson

Although we hear from many storytellers in Water Street, the characters within these pages share more than just geography: they share a collective experience of a time and place, an identity. Because of these common characters and themes, this book is great for synthesis and analysis. Students could explore the questions below by writing a synthesis essay, drawing a concept map or other graphic organizer, creating a poster, or simply by having an in-depth discussion. 
Themes
How are the following themes represented in Water Street?

· Mental health

· Race relations

· Identity

· Masculinity/femininity 
· Sexuality

Characters
· Who is a more sympathetic character—Mouse or Maxine (“Between Men” & “Spoiled)? Justify your answer.
· How is the importance of fathers reflected in the stories of Mouse, Toni & Candy, and Angie (“Between Men,” “The Fight,” and “Before I Met My Father”)?

· Less than half of the stories are told in 3rd person (“An Ordinary Man,” “The Evolution of Sandy Crawford,” “Spoiled,” “Respite,” and “Man Crazy”). Why are these particular stories told in 3rd person, while the rest are told in 1st person?
· How does your view of a character change based on another character’s description of him/her? (For example: Yolanda appears in Junior and Kiki’s stories, Lois and Pearline mention each other, Maxine talks about Mouse, etc). 

